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however, instantly said1 that it would be affecta-
tion to express any surprise, because my un-
fortunate " theories and principles, drawn from
French sources and framed on French models,
all tend to the disintegration of comprehensive
political organisations and the encouragement of
arrangements based on the minor peculiarities of
race or dialect." Was there ever in the world
such prodigious nonsense 1 What French sources,
what French models 1 If French models point
in any one direction rather than another, it is
away from disintegration and straight towards
centralisation. Everybody knows that this is
one of the most notorious facts of French history
from the days of Lewis XI. or Cardinal Eichelieu
down to Kapoleon Bonaparte. So far from
French models encouraging " arrangements based
on the minor peculiarities of race and dialect/'
France is the first great example in modern
history, for good or for evil, of a persevering
process of national unification, and the firm sup-
pression of all provincial particiilarismus. This
is not only true of French political leaders in
general: it is particularly true of the Jacobin
1 Nov. 3, 1886.